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S5-6 COURSE CHOICE – 2011-12

INTRODUCTION

This booklet aims to supply you with the necessary information to help you choose courses for your fifth and sixth year at school.  It is important that you read the booklet carefully.  As you will discover, choosing courses in the senior year is a rather different procedure to the last time you had to choose courses at the end of the second year.

This booklet contains information on the following:

· Your Learning Agreement with the school

· What factors to consider when choosing your courses

· What level of course you should choose within a department

· The course choice process

· What is meant by Young Person Status

· Which courses are offered by each department in the school

Your Learning Agreement with the School

Entry to the senior school involves a commitment on the part of students to a worthwhile timetable; to attend classes; to be on time and to apply themselves to their studies and the life of the school.

As such you will be asked to sign a Learning Agreement with the school on your return to S5/6.  By signing the Learning Agreement you accept the meaning of these conditions.  It is important you realise this.  The conditions may appear to be simple and obvious but their meaning is very important, particularly as you are in post-compulsory education. 

If you break this agreement in any serious way, the school may review whether you should continue with your fifth or sixth year courses or if you should be asked to leave.  It is in your best interests to take this contract between yourself and the school seriously.

The school will fulfil its part of the agreement by providing you with the opportunity to make the best use of your own talents and abilities.  The agreement will work if you make the most of the opportunities that the school provides.  You will be asked to sign the agreement for the following conditions:

Condition 1 – Attendance

· I will ensure that I attend school and all my classes unless I am medically unfit

· For unplanned absence (medical illness) I shall bring a note of explanation from my parents on the first day back

· A medical certificate is required for non-attendance at a NAB

· For any absence other than medical I will seek permission from the school in advance

· I will ensure that I am punctual to school in the mornings, afternoons and to all my classes

· If my attendance falls below 90% in any of my subjects, I may be withdrawn from presentation in the SQA examination in that particular subject

Condition 2 – Application to Study

· My study programme shall be 20 periods minimum for S5 and 16 periods minimum for S6

· I will ensure that I will do my best work at all times

· I will ensure that I bring to school all required books, resources etc for each of my subjects

· I will complete assigned homework accurately and promptly

· I will ensure that I meet deadlines for SQA folios, projects etc.

· I will ensure that I make sensible use of study time at school and at home

· If I fail to complete homework, meet deadlines without reasonable explanation or underachieve in any coursework or unit assessments I may be withdrawn from the presentation in the final SQA examination in that particular subject

Condition 3 – Expectations of Behaviour and Learning

· As a member of the Senior School I will display a positive attitude to my learning and participation in classes

· I will pay attention in class and be respectful towards other pupils’ learning

· In every other way I shall behave in a manner which is appropriate to a member of the senior school

· I will not undertake more than 10 hours paid employment per week, neither during the school day nor after 10.00 pm at night

· I will attend registration daily or as agreed with Guidance or the Depute Head Teacher in charge of S5/6

Young Person’s Status

Most students who return to school for fifth or sixth year will be in the 16–18 age group and will have chosen, rather than be compelled by law, to attend school.  You will be beyond the stage of compulsory education, unless, because of your age, you are a Christmas Leaver.  The school hopes that you will accept the change in status and responsibility in a sensible way.

The ‘Education Scotland Act’ (1981) makes you responsible for your own decisions when you are over the age of sixteen.  The act gives your rights as a ‘Young Person’.  This means that the school does not deal directly with your parents regarding any decisions about your education.  We deal directly with you!  We obviously hope that you and your parents will discuss school and agree on the decisions that you make.

All fifth and sixth years, including those who are not yet sixteen, are treated as ‘Young Persons’ by the school.  The school feels that it is fairer to treat all senior students in the same way.

The school is obliged to keep your parents/guardians informed of all major decisions regarding your education.  They will be sent a copy of your timetable after the summer holidays and should there be any problems with your attendance, attitude to work or your behaviour we will inform them and ask for their assistance.

Parents/guardians will receive Report Cards and Early Warnings where necessary.  They will be invited to come to Parents’ Consultation Meetings as in previous years.

If for any reason you want to attend a different school, you are free to do so subject to the constraints of the Education (Scotland) Act 1981 - ‘The Parents Charter.’

The Course Choice Process

Choosing your courses for fifth or sixth year is really a two-stage process.

You will be asked to start to consider the courses you may wish to take in mid February.  This may seem early but it is important for the following reasons.  Firstly, it is important to start thinking about your future at school and to consider your long term career plans.  You will have completed your estimate exams so should have a good idea of how you expect to do in the final examinations in May.  Secondly, it helps the school plan the timetable for next session.  An individual interview with your Guidance Teacher will be arranged to discuss your course choices.

A Course Choice Form will be issued in March to be returned after the Easter holidays.  On the reverse of the Course Choice Form there will be a sheet to be signed by teachers confirming whether or not you have the entry qualifications for particular courses and if you are choosing the correct level of study.  

Another interview may be arranged with your Guidance Teacher if there are concerns or problems with your course choice.  It must be remembered that due to the constraints of timetabling and staffing it may be necessary for you to make revised choices in May.  

New courses start early in June once the exams are over.  

It may be that your definite choice will have to be reviewed when you return to school after the summer holidays.  Your exam results might mean that amendments to your choice may be necessary.

All fifth year students must select 5 courses ie one subject from each column.

All sixth year students are expected to allocate 20 periods to chosen subjects.

Use the contents of this booklet to help you find the courses that you are interested in following next year.

Factors to Consider

When you are making your choices there will be many factors for you to consider.  The following questions are some of the main things you should think about as you consider your choices:

· What job, course, career am I aiming for?

· What are the entry requirements?

· How do I realistically expect to do in my examinations this year?

· If I have to return to school because of my age, what can I get out of this extra time?

· Do I plan to stay on for the whole year, until Christmas or for two more years?

· What advice have I been given by teachers, careers advisers and parents?

· Am I being realistic about my plans?

Choosing Course Levels

1 Advanced Higher courses are for 6th year students who have achieved Higher Grade in that subject.  They are very demanding courses which require a lot of self-motivation and a willingness to work independently.  You should have achieved an A or B Grade at Higher.

2 Higher courses are for students who have achieved Credit Grades 1 or 2 in Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 in a National Qualifications course.  It is important to be aware that Higher courses are a big step up from Standard Grade.  Highers are one year courses starting in June with examinations the following May.  When all of the holiday weeks and estimate exam periods are taken out of this time you are left with just over two full terms to complete the course work.  The course is intensive and you must be prepared to work very hard indeed.  If you have not studied the subject before at Standard Grade but would like to take it at Higher Grade this may be possible.  However, you must firstly discuss this with the Principal Teacher of the department concerned.

3 Intermediate 2 courses are for students who achieve General Grades 3 or 4 at Standard Grade or Intermediate 1 in a National Qualifications course.  If you successfully complete an Intermediate 2 course then you can proceed to take the Higher course in that subject.

4 Intermediate 1 courses are for those who achieve Foundation Grades 5 or 6 at Standard Grade.

5 Free Standing National units or course units from National Qualifications described above can be selected to complement subject choice.  Many offer the chance to learn or develop useful practical skills such as word processing, sport and fitness, computing, woodwork, technical skills or artistic skills such as photography.  Many students take these courses out of interest.

You will be asked to confirm with the Principal Teacher of the Department as to whether or not you are choosing the right course at the right level.

Assessment

All National Qualification courses are made up of individual units with an end of year external examination.  There tends to be three mandatory units which have to be passed per course.  Each unit will have an internal assessment at the end of it.  These assessments are referred to as ‘NABs’.  Dates for assessment and reassessment will be set by subject teachers.  Unit passes represent a minimum level of competence and do not represent a pass at course level.  Students should aim to exceed this level for course success.

You must pass internal unit assessments. Only one resit attempt is allowed if a unit is failed.  This is the SQA rule for Scotland. 

You must attend for these assessments/reassessments on the day prescribed by the teacher.  Medical certification will be required for non-attendance.  Any absence from assessment will be recorded as a fail.  Letters will be sent home informing your parents/guardians of any failed NABs. 

Only under exceptional circumstances shall a second attempt to resit a failed unit be allowed.  Requests for exceptional circumstances must be made in writing to Miss Clark, Depute Head Teacher for consideration.  The Principal Teacher will make the final decision. 

If you fail a resit or fail to attend a resit, you cannot gain the course award in that subject.  However, you can still complete the other units in the course and, subject to satisfactory progress and commitment, be allowed to enter the final examination. 

Tracking your Progress

Guidance staff will be informed of any assessment that you fail.  They will send a letter home to your parents/guardians informing them of the situation.

Should you fail a second time you will be given some options.  If a suitable course or space is available you will be given the opportunity to change level after discussion with your Guidance teacher.  No changes to your coursework should be made until you have gone through the appropriate channels - first Guidance, then Miss Clark.
Remember, if you are struggling, speak to staff and your Guidance Teacher.  They are there to help you.  Deal with the situations as they arise and don’t put off problems until they become unnecessarily complicated.  Very few students find the first few months easy.

In October, your teachers will consult with you and negotiate your target grade for each subject.  These grades will reflect what we feel you are capable of achieving.  These target grades should be entered in the page provided in your planner.  

Your progress will be monitored and reviewed throughout the session to ensure that you are supported.  Early Warnings will be sent to your parents where necessary by the end of October in time for discussion at the S5-6 Parents’ Consultation Evening in November.

Course Awards

Successful completion of the mandatory units for each subject and success in the final SQA examination will determine the level of award.  These range from Grade A to D with A being the top of the range.  Grade D is for candidates who have achieved between 45% and 49%. 

Core Skills

Core Skills are the broad transferable skills that people need to be full, active and responsible members of society.  Employers, colleges and universities are giving more and more weight to them.  

The certificate that you gain at the end of each examination year shall provide you with information of attainment in the following areas:

	Core Skills
	Component

	Communication
	Oral Communication
Written Communication

	Numeracy
	Using Graphical Communication
Using Number

	IT
	Using Information Technology

	Problem Solving
	Critical Thinking
Planning and Organising
Reviewing and evaluating

	Working with Others
	Working with others


The Core Skills Framework describes the components in five levels (Access 2, Access 3, Intermediate 1. Intermediate 2 and Higher).

Core skills have been incorporated into National units and courses so they will be a normal part of teaching, learning and assessment.

You may have gained some Core Skills from Standard Grade and these will be recorded as a starting point for your core skills profile.  You will gain credit for achieving core skills at different levels and this will be recorded on your SQA certificate.  It may be possible that if you have successfully achieved core skills in all of the five areas and their relevant components you could achieve what is known as a Scottish Group Award at any of the 5 levels.

Dyce Academy and Bucksburn Academy Link

Dyce Academy and Bucksburn Academy have a long established and successful link that allows students at both schools a wider choice of course combinations than either school could provide on their own.  In several subjects the departments at both schools share the teaching of the course.  In other subjects, departments from each school rotates the level or subject offered.  It is likely that at some point in your senior years you will be taught at Bucksburn Academy.

There is a free shuttle bus which runs between the two schools each period.  The times of the shuttle are displayed in the S5-6 Common Room and noticeboards.  Two buses operate in the morning to get students across for first period.  Thereafter, one bus makes the run between the two schools at each break.  

If a pupil misses the shuttle it is the pupil’s responsibility to get themselves to Bucksburn Academy for class.  It is not an acceptable reason for being absent to say that you missed the shuttle bus.

Aberdeen City Senior School Campus

The aims of the Aberdeen Senior School Campus are:

1 To extend the range of courses available to all S5 and S6 pupils in Aberdeen City councils schools and provide flexible progression pathways

2 To ensure greater equity of access to Advanced Higher, Baccalaureate and Skills for Work courses to S5 and S6 students across all schools in the city

3 To enable young people to build a portfolio of qualifications appropriate to their needs and aspirations

4 To deliver education to S5-6 students in a cost effective manner to support the teaching of subjects which attract a small number of pupils

A variety of education providers will deliver courses within the Aberdeen Senior School Campus –

· All 12 Aberdeen City Council Secondary Schools

· Aberdeen College

· Aberdeen English as an Additional Language Service

· Community Learning and Development

To meet the aims of the Aberdeen Senior School Campus the concept of “travel afternoons” has been developed.  Two pairs of travel afternoons will operate for session 2011-12:

Travel afternoons pair 1:
Monday and Wednesday

Travel afternoons pair 2:
Tuesday and Thursday

In each pair of travel afternoons S5-6 students will be able to travel and attend courses being delivered in 2 centrally located schools (Harlaw Academy and Aberdeen Grammar School) and Aberdeen College.  The classes in the travel afternoons will begin at 2.00 pm which will give students time to travel from their “home” school to the location of their afternoon course.

The courses being delivered by ACC schools and Aberdeen College on the travel afternoons for session 2011-2012 are as follows –

Advanced Highers – Aberdeen Grammar School(AGS) and Harlaw Academy(HA) - 

	Travel Afternoon 1 – 
Monday/Wednesday
	Travel Afternoon 2 – 
Tuesday/Thursday

	Biology (AGS)
	Chemistry (HA)

	Physics (AGS)
	Physics (AGS)

	Geography (HA)
	Geography (AGS)

	History (AGS)
	History (AGS)

	Mathematics (HA)
	Modern Studies (HA)

	Computing (AGS)
	Business Management (HA)

	Accounting (AGS)
	English (AGS)

	Art and Design (HA)
	Mandarin (HA)

	Drama (AGS)
	English for Speakers of Other Languages – Int 2/H (tba)

	Graphic Communications (HA)
	

	Science Baccalaureate (tba)
	


Aberdeen College -

Travel Afternoon 1 – Monday/Wednesday – (2.00 pm – 4.30 pm)

Skills for Work Int 1 Hairdressing

Skills for Work Int 1 Energy Sector – Altens 

Skills for Work Int 2 Auto-Engineering – Altens

Travel Afternoon 2 – Tuesday/Thursday – (2.00 pm – 4.30 pm)

Skills for Work Int 1 Sports and Recreation

Skills for Work Int 2 Early Education and Childcare 

Skills for Work Int 2 Construction – Altens

Students will travel to these courses on the travel afternoons using public transport.  The classes in Aberdeen Grammar School, Harlaw Academy and the Aberdeen College’s Gallowgate Campus can be reached with one bus journey as they are all located within the city centre.  The pupils attending courses delivered in Aberdeen College’s Altens Campus will need to make the journey using 2 different bus services.  All travel costs will be met by the pupils/parents.

Pupils taking part in the Aberdeen Senior School Campus which involves the delivery of courses at Aberdeen College, Aberdeen Grammar School or Harlaw Academy will be required to sign an Aberdeen Senior School Campus Agreement form.  Parents will also be required to sign this agreement.

Scholar

Scholar is an electronic college provided by Heriot Watt University and financed by Aberdeen City Council.  Those of you who study Higher or Advanced Higher courses in Mathematics, Information Systems, Chemistry, Physics, Biology, Business Management, Accounting, Spanish and French will be provided with a password that will allow you internet access to the program.  The program provides students with extensive study support.  The range of courses on offer is increased annually. 

Careers and Further Education

Careful thought should be given to important decisions that have to be made at this stage.  Our Careers Adviser is in school one day each week to offer advice on work, training, further and higher education.  Working closely with Guidance Staff, Senior Staff and appropriate classroom teachers she provides a valuable information service to provide help with career plans. 

Competition for jobs and places on courses is becoming increasingly tougher.  You must find out as much as you can about possible jobs or educational programmes to help you make your decisions.  The school will do all it can to help you decide your career.  You can, through your Guidance teacher, request an appointment with the School Careers Adviser or you can telephone the Careers Office on 01224 285200 or Freephone 0800 454499.

If you have ambitions to continue studies after school and intend applying for a degree course, applications through UCAS must be completed before the end of November in your final year.  It is important that you consult the appropriate prospectuses available online.  Please remember that the entrance qualifications are a minimum and may not guarantee entry.  For many college courses the earlier you apply the better chance you have of gaining consideration for entry.  It is your responsibility to make sure applications are done in good time.

Educational Maintenance Allowance (EMA)

This is a weekly payment worth up to £30 for students who are planning to continue in full time education.  

You could get an EMA if you are aged between 16 and 18 and your household income is £22,403 or below (correct as of January 2011).  This is paid direct to your bank account and is in addition to other supports and benefits provided by the government.  It will not affect your parents’ Child Benefit.  It won’t affect any money you earn from a part time job.

Further information on the EMA and on how to apply will be available before you finish fourth year from your Guidance teacher or Miss Clark.  Application packs will be available from the school office and online at www.emascotland.com. 

PERSONAL AND SOCIAL EDUCATION (PSE)

Each S5 and S6 student will attend Personal and Social Education classes lasting 60 minutes each week.  Your own guidance teacher will be involved in the delivery of PSE and by maintaining regular contact throughout the year, important administrative, personal guidance and careers information can be passed on.

A programme has been designed to allow all students the opportunity to develop in various aspects of their lives, such as

· the development of personal qualities, skills and relationships

· the development of self-esteem and confidence

· making informed choices about education at school or continuing education after they leave

· making informed choices about work and training

· developing responsible attitudes and behaviour

· their general well-being in and out of school

The programme builds on what has already been learned and covers a number of topics and issues relevant to young adults.  Speakers are invited to give talks about various subjects such as Driving Skills, Sexual Health, Alcohol Awareness, Mental Health, Interview Techniques, Life at University and Student Finance.

The S5 course includes:

· Careers – exploring different career routes and options at the end of S5

· Preparation for working life and how to cope with problems that may be encountered including personal safety

· Study skills

· Progress File and Personal Statements

· Alcohol – visiting speakers

· College Speaker

· Driving – safety

· Health issues

The S6 course includes:

· Memory techniques and study skills

· Information about Further and Higher Education

· Applying for College and for University through UCAS

· Student Finance and Budgeting

· Updating of Progress File and Personal Statements

· Interview techniques

· Sexual health

· Personal Safety 

· Independent Living

· Stress Management

· First Aid Refresher

· Health Choices

· Equal Opportunities

At the end of each year students are given the opportunity to evaluate the programme and make suggestions for any improvements or additions.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

All S5 and S6 students are expected to participate in 60 minutes of recreational PE per week.  This will appear on your timetable and is not part of the course choice process.  Further information on Recreational PE is available later in this booklet under the Physical Education Department entries.

RELIGIOUS, MORAL AND PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES (RMPS)

Schools have a statutory obligation to provide RMPS to all pupils including S5 and S6.  This will be delivered as a unit of work within PSE time and taught by RMPS staff. 

COURSES AVAILABLE

The rest of this booklet contains details of the courses that might be offered by each department.  It is important that you read these details carefully so that you know what you are taking on and to ensure that you are choosing courses you can cope with. 

If you would like to know any more about any of the courses then you should speak to the Faculty Head/Principal Teacher of the department concerned.

Information is arranged alphabetically by department.  

It is important to remember that if numbers are very low a course may not be viable, so will not run. As a result you may be required to amend your course choice.  Your Guidance Teacher will discuss this with you. 
ART & DESIGN

Art & Design - Advanced Higher 

This course is offered to students who have passed Higher Art & Design at an A or B grade and whom teaching staff agree are suitable to undertake the course in terms of work ethic, commitment and ability. This may include a Higher C grade pass if the student is judged by staff to possess the skills required to cope with the demands of the course.

Advanced higher requires students to undertake a major study from a choice of Design or Expressive and produce a folio that is linked to a minor Visual Arts or Design research unit that will take the form of a 1500-2000 word dissertation.  A minor practical unit is an option.

Students will be expected to choose an area (and theme) of study before the summer and begin work both in and outwith School. This enquiry should be a personal choice that will build on previous art and design experience and interests, with stress put on the element of discovery. Students will be free to choose their own media and means of communication.

A high level of commitment is expected from students taking this course who will be encouraged to make use of the facilities at Peacock Printmakers Workshop, Aberdeen.  Links and 'working visits' to other studios in the area (sculpture, painting, ceramics, architecture and interior design) will be arranged as required.

Sketchbook and camera 'evidence', showing a lively and creative imagination, is regarded highly as it shows a student's ability to record his/her own visual experiences and ideas.  This is a very important part of the 'enquiry' and assessed accordingly.

Final assessment involves each student's A1 folio of work being reviewed by a national panel of ‘Art & Design’ specialists, and a grade awarded.

This folio of work can subsequently be used as evidence of ability to gain entry to many Further Education courses in the Fine Art Faculty of a University or Colleges of Architecture and Design.  Courses such as Design for Industry and Digital Media, Interior Design and Architecture Degree or similar.

Art & Design - Higher

Students could undertake this Higher level if they have achieved a Credit pass at Standard Grade or achieved a level A/B at Int 2.  This Higher level is accredited by UCAS.

Art & Design – Intermediate 2 & Intermediate 1

Students without previous visual Art & Design experience or award in Standard Grade Art & Design or equivalent (Access) will be expected to undergo a short practical and written test to assess ability and aptitude levels.  This will enable staff and students to select the most appropriate level of course to undertake.

Course Details – Higher, Intermediate 2 & Intermediate 1

The bulk of evidence for the course will be assembled as two separate practical folios: Design & Expressive including evidence of first-hand observational drawing, use of different media, both 2-D/3-D work and use of technology, eg computers and/or cameras.

1 Expressive Activity Unit (40 hours) - One of the two practical units consisting of a large body of work demonstrating drawing and painting/sculpture and mixed media skills.  An area of interest will be selected from:  portraiture: human figure composition: still life: built and natural environments: or abstract themes of fantasy and imagination.

2 Design Activity Unit (40 hours) - The other of the two practical units is a major project undertaken and completed from a design brief – to solution and evaluation stage, from personal research recorded in notes, drawings, paste-ups and photographs.  The project will be in one of the following areas – graphic design : product design : interior design : environmental / architectural design : jewellery or textile design.

3 Art and Design Studies Unit (40 hours) - The final of the three units will relate very closely to the two practical units.  Students will have to show a knowledge and understanding of selected areas of the visual arts and of architecture/design both historical and contemporary.  Studies of artists and designers’ work may link up with their own practical activities.

A course award is achieved by –

· The completion of all three units

· The external assessment of the two practical units

· The completion of the external examination

External Course Assessment for Certification

A course is awarded a grade either A, B, C or D through external assessment by the SQA at each level.  

1 Course Review 








80%

Including two folios drawn from practical course work in both

· Design activity

40%
(Both practical studies)

· Expressive activity
40%

Prepared during course time under controlled conditions, within centre, and then sent to SQA for final assessment.

2 A 1½ -hour Written Exam (Higher)

1-hour (Intermediate 2)
20%

In Visual Arts & Design Studies - this will be undertaken within the centre and assessed by SQA.

Higher Photography 

Purpose

To promote knowledge and understanding of Photography by studying the means of producing images with the use of both SLR (single reflex camera) and Digital processes. This will include investigation, planning, technique-based activities, problem solving, task management and evaluating.

Entry Requirements

Students will normally be expected to have a very keen interest in photography, with some experience of digital or SLR image creation and/or manipulation.  S3/4 short course photography experience would be a major advantage.  There is an expectation that students will be motivated, committed and willing to complete course work and photographic tasks out with school.

Course Details
The course comprises of two mandatory units including an optional unit.

Basic Camera Techniques

This is considered an introductory unit enabling students to learn theory and technique (darkroom and computer) as a basis to an overall understanding of the processes involved in photography and as essential preparation for the practical element of the course. The completion of this unit is key to the success of the course.

Research Project

This is the main unit of the course. Students choose one theme from a choice of six, which is then researched fully. They will investigate and experiment with appropriate techniques and materials in photography and formally present completed work.  This will include a written 500–1000 word plan of action with relevant support material and 12 final completed images.

Optional Unit

This unit is integrated into the research project and enables the student to look at a more specialised area of photography, which may include different processes and techniques that offer an opportunity to investigate a particular area such as digital imaging and manipulation.
Assessment
Assessment will be continuous.  Basic camera techniques will be internally assessed and documentation made available for internal moderation.  This will take the form of practical work and written evidence.  The main Practical unit will be submitted to the SQA to be assessed.  This will contain: a Plan (500-1000 word action plan); Development: Production of 12 finished images and Final Evaluation (1000 words)

Progression
Appropriate HNC or HND course; Degree course in Art school or university (media / film studies)

BUSINESS EDUCATION

Administration - Higher 

This course will develop knowledge and understanding of Administration within an organisation.  Administration is the main provider of information on which decisions are based and all organisations require staff that are competent at managing information.  ICT skills will be developed to a level required for using a range of software packages in an office environment and will enable students to research, evaluate and summarise information in an effective way.  The course places an emphasis on the development of problem solving and decision-making skills and is appropriate for those seeking careers within the modern administrative environment.

Entry Requirements

While it is important that you discuss your choice with a member of the Business Education Department, you will be expected to have attained SG Administration at Credit level, Administration Intermediate 2 or a series of Word Processing or IT units at Intermediate 2 level.  This course is not suitable for students attempting this subject for the first time who have no Administration or Computing background.

Course Details

The course consists of 2 mandatory units - 

Administrative Services (H) - 40 hours

This unit should enable students to:

· explain strategies which can be used to ensure effectiveness in the workplace eg target setting, development planning, team working, time management and task management

· describe the impact of changing working practices on the modern working environment

· describe the procedures and processes involved in recruiting, developing and supporting staff

· explain how formal meetings are planned, conducted and supported

· explain the importance of providing customer service

Information Technology for Management (H) - 80 hours

This unit should enable students to:

· explain the role of information in decision-making

· describe the impact of ICT on workflow, working practices and management and security of information

· use ICT to solve business problems and communicate and present solutions using Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, Electronic Diary software, Internet and e-mail

Assessment

Internal assessment consists of end of unit tests.  These are a mixture of extended response and practical ICT tasks with a 60% pass mark.  The external examination in May lasts 2½ hours.

Progression

· Degree course eg BA Business Studies 

· A range of employment or training opportunities eg administrative posts

Administration - Intermediate 2

This course will enable students to carry out administrative functions and develop the skills required to process, sort, check, store and output information within the modern business organisation.  The practical approach adopted makes the course suitable for individuals who wish to acquire both administrative skills and a high level of ICT skills.  

Entry Requirements

Whilst it is important that you discuss your choice with a member of the Business Education Department, you will be expected to have attained SG Administration at General level or Administration at Intermediate 1 level.  This course provides a progression path for subsequent study and would be suitable for students attempting the subject for the first time.

Course Details

The course consists of 3 mandatory units - 

Administrative Services (Int 2) - 40 hours

This unit is knowledge and understanding based and covers:

· factors contributing to the effectiveness of an organisation eg duties and qualities of an administration assistant, communication and customer service

· factors affecting the administration assistant in the work environment eg working practices and contracts of employment

· the role of the functional departments and the activities carried out within these departments

· the uses of the internet and office technologies eg internet, e-commerce, electronic communication and legislation relating to the security of information

· procedures for arranging and paying for business travel and accommodation

Information Technology for Administrators (Int 2) - 40 hours

This unit concentrates on the use of ICT to solve business problems through the use of Word, Excel and Access.

Presenting and Communicating Information (Int 2) - 40 hours

This unit should enable students to use ICT to present and communicate information by using:

· the internet to search for and extract information

· e-mail, e-dairy and word processing documents

· presentation software

Assessment

Internal assessment consists of end of unit tests with 60% pass marks.  There is also an external examination in May lasting 2 hours covering the course materials for which you will be awarded a grade A, B or C.

Progression

· Higher Administration

· A range of employment opportunities eg administrative posts 

Business Management - Higher 

Study of this course will enable students to gain knowledge of the activities of businesses, in particular the main functional areas of human resources, finance, marketing and operations on which all businesses depend.  The course promotes the development of problem solving and decision-making skills within a business setting.  

Entry Requirements

While it is important that you discuss this with a member of the Business Education Department, students would be expected to have attained SG Business Management at Credit Level or Intermediate 2 Business Management and SG English at Credit or Intermediate 2 Level.

Course Details

The course consists of 3 mandatory units -

Business Enterprise (H) - 40 hours

This unit should enable students to:

· analyse the development of different types of business enterprise in contemporary society 

· explain the use of information and ICT in business

· analyse the process of decision-making in business organisations

· analyse the internal structures of business organisations

Business Decision Areas: Marketing and Operations (H) - 40 hours

This unit should enable students to:

· analyse the role and importance of marketing and marketing decisions in businesses

· analyse the role, importance and factors affecting the operations function in organisations

Business Decision Areas: Finance and Human Resource Management (H) - 40 hours

· interpret and manipulate financial information used in business 

· analyse the role and importance of human resource management in business

Assessment

Internal assessment consists of end of unit tests in which you must gain 50% to pass.  There is also an external examination in May lasting 2½ hours covering the course materials for which you will be awarded a grade A, B or C. 

Progression

· HNC/D eg Business Administration 

· degree courses eg BA Business Management, BA Commerce

· a range of employment or training opportunities eg management trainee posts in retail or manufacturing organisations

Business Management – Intermediate 2 

This course will enable students to gain knowledge and understanding which will allow them to explain the role and operation of business, to exercise problem solving skills, to use these skills in real and simulated situations and to communicate by means of written or spoken language.  The course should benefit all students whether or not they subsequently follow a career in business.

Entry Requirements

While it is important that you discuss this with a member of the Business Education Department, students would be expected to have attained SG Business Management at General Level and SG English at General or Intermediate 1 Level.

Course Details

The course consists of 3 mandatory units -

Business Enterprise (Int 2) - 40 hours

This unit should enable students to:

· explain the role of business organisations in contemporary society

· explain the importance and use of information and ICT in business

· explain decision-making in business enterprises

· explain the internal structures of business organisations

Business Decision Areas: Marketing and Operations (Int 2) - 40 hours

This unit should enable students to:

· explain the role of marketing and marketing decisions in organisations

· explain the role of operations and operations decisions in organisations

Business Decision Areas: Finance and Human Resource Management (Int 2) - 40 hours

· explain the role, use and decisions made within the finance function of an organisation

· explain the role and decisions made within the human resource function of an organisation

Assessment

Internal assessment consists of end of unit tests in which you must gain 50% to pass.  There is also an external examination in May lasting 1¾ hours covering the course materials for which you will be awarded a grade A, B or C. 

Progression

· Higher Business Management

· National Certificate at an appropriate level

· a range of employment or training opportunities eg junior administrative posts in marketing or human resources

COMPUTING STUDIES

Information Systems - Higher

This revised course aims to develop pupils’ database and information skills and allows them to focus on a specific aspect of Information Systems such as the Internet.  This course will provide progression for students who gain an award at Credit Level in Standard Grade.  It is also suitable for individuals who require knowledge of information systems for vocational purposes and provides a broad conceptual basis for further study.  

Underlying the study of Information Systems are a number of themes which will be developed and exemplified throughout the units of the course.

These themes are:

· The characteristics of information.

· Information in decision-making.

· An ethos of practical problem-solving.

· Technological developments in information systems.

· Social, professional, ethical and legal implications associated with information systems.

Entry Requirements 

Entry is at the discretion of the Principal Teacher but students would normally have a Standard Grade award in Computing Studies at 1 or 2.

If S5/6 pupils have not studied in the department since S2 ICT then a Standard Grade English award at grade 1 or 2 would be an advantage.

The course comprises of two core units and one optional unit:

Core Units

Using Information

This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles, features and purposes of information and the systems used to retrieve, create and manipulate information.  It also develops knowledge and understanding of the wide-ranging implications of the growing use of ICT within society.  The unit also provides the opportunity to develop practical skills in the use of contemporary information handling and candidates may then apply this knowledge and these skills to solve practical problems.

Relational Database Systems

This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of relational database systems and provides an opportunity to apply this knowledge to solve problems through the use of contemporary hardware and software.

Optional Unit

The Internet

This unit provides the opportunity for pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of the operating principles of the Internet, Internet services and website design.  Pupils will also construct a website using HTML.

Assessment - This course is assessed in three ways:

Unit Assessment    

Each unit has two outcomes – one theory based and one practical.  Outcome 1 is assessed by a written test and Outcome 2 using practical tasks.  These are sat in class time and marked by the class teacher.  Candidates must successfully complete these within two attempts in order to be allowed to sit the final examination in June.

Course Exam   

The course is examined by a written paper which candidates sit during the normal examination diet in June.  The written paper covers the content of each of the three units studied.  This exam counts for 70% of the candidate’s overall grade.

Coursework Assessment  

This is an extended piece of work, like a Standard Grade project, carried out in class time.  The mark for this counts towards the remaining 30% of the overall grade.

Information Systems - Intermediate 2

The purpose of this revised course is to develop students’ IT skills and the course includes elements of application packages, database systems, and the Internet.  This course will provide progression for students who gain an award at General level in Standard Grade.  This course is also suitable for any individual who requires a basic introduction to information technology.

Underlying the study of Information Systems are a number of themes which will be developed and exemplified throughout the units of the course.  These themes are:

· The characteristics of information

· Information in decision-making

· An ethos of practical problem-solving

· Technological developments in information systems

· Social, professional, ethical and legal implications associated with information systems

Entry Requirements

Entry is at the discretion of the Principal Teacher but students would normally have a Standard Grade in Computing Studies at 3 or 4 or Standard Grade English at a Grade 3.

If S5/6 pupils have not studied in the department since S2 ICT then a Standard Grade English award at grade 2 or 3 would be an advantage.

The course comprises of two core units and one optional unit:

Core Units

Using Information

This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles, features and purposes of information and the systems used to retrieve, create and manipulate information.  It also develops knowledge and understanding of the wide-ranging implications of the growing use of ICT within society.  The unit also provides the opportunity to develop practical skills in the use of contemporary information handling and candidates may then apply this knowledge and these skills to solve practical problems.

Database Systems

This unit is designed to develop knowledge and understanding of the principles of relational database systems and provides an opportunity to apply this knowledge to solve problems through the use of contemporary hardware and software.

Optional Unit

The Internet

This unit provides the opportunity for pupils to gain knowledge and understanding of the operating principles of the Internet, Internet services and website design.  Pupils will also construct a website using contemporary software.

Assessment - This course is assessed in three ways.

Unit Assessment   

Each unit has two outcomes – one theory based and one practical.  Outcome 1 is assessed by a written test and Outcome 2 using practical tasks.  These are sat in class time and marked by the class teacher.  Candidates must successfully complete these within two attempts in order to be allowed to sit the final examination in June.

Course Exam  

The course is examined by a written paper which candidates sit during the normal examination diet in June.  The written paper covers the content of each of the three units studied.  This exam counts for 70% of the candidate’s overall grade.

Coursework Assessment    

This is an extended piece of work, like a Standard Grade project, carried out in class time.  The mark for this counts towards the remaining 30% of the overall grade.

Progression

Successful completion of this course may lead you to consider studying a Higher in Information Systems.

DESIGN & TECHNOLOGY

Graphic Communication  - Advanced Higher

Advanced Higher Graphic Communication could run as a combined course with Higher.

This is a natural progression from Higher, the course would require students to have a more independent learning approach to the subject.  This course would depend upon the uptake numbers of Higher Graphic Communication.

Graphic Communication – Higher

Communication in all its forms is vital to society and the means of passing on information graphically is an important and relevant skill.  Higher Graphic Communication leads on from Standard Grade at credit level and aims to prepare you for more advanced study at university or for employment.

Entry Requirements

You would normally be expected to have followed the Standard Grade Graphic Communication course before starting this course.

Course Details

The course has three units: Technical Graphics 1, Technical Graphics 2 and Computer Graphics.  The structure of the course reflects the use of graphics in business and industry, while embracing the changes brought about by the continuing advances in technology.  The use of the computer as a learning aid will permeate all aspects of the course and you will develop expertise in computer applications such as Autodesk Inventor Pro 11, for 3D and 2D CAD and Publisher (DTP).

The course has the following aims:

· Develop aspects of technological capability

· Develop technological creativity in relation to selecting information and evaluating its appropriateness for Graphic Communication

· Develop an ability to read and interpret a range of drawings and information presented graphically

· Develop a technological perspective on the role of Graphic Communication in an industrial context

· Develop an ability to communicate graphical information using both manual and computer graphic skills and techniques

· Develop a knowledge of appropriate computer hardware and software for Graphic Communication and its related industrial applications

· Develop technological confidence in planning and implementing a graphic presentation on a theme, using appropriate samples from a range of manual and computer graphic skills and techniques

Assessment

To gain a course award, you will have to pass all three unit assessments as well as the external assessments.  The external assessment consists of:

· An examination paper, covering all three units of the course.  This lasts 3 hours and is worth 70% of the course marks.

· A Thematic Presentation folio.  This is produced as the course progresses with a range of graphic work, both manual and computer-produced.  The Thematic presentation is worth 30% of the course marks.

Graphic Communication – Intermediate 2

Communication is frequently helped by the use of graphics and, in particular, by the use of technical graphics in construction, engineering and consumer industries.  The ability to create and understand drawing are skills useful in any job and are important life skills in a world where communication increasingly uses graphics.

Course Details

The course has three units: Pictorial; Orthographic; and Computer Graphics.  It would be an advantage if you have followed the Standard Grade Graphic Communication course before starting this course.  Intermediate 2 helps you develop knowledge and skills in sketching and drawing.  Computers will also be used in teaching Computer-aided Drawing (CAD) and other packages to give you an appreciation of the role of information technology within Graphic Communication.

The course has the following aims:

· Develop aspects of technological capability

· Develop technological creativity in relation to the use of computer packages

· Develop the ability to communicate graphical information using both manual and computer graphic skills and techniques

· Develop knowledge of, and the ability to use, software packages for graphic communication.

Assessment

To gain a course award you will have to pass all three unit assessments as well as the external assessments.

The external assessment consists of:

· A 2½ hour examination paper covering all three units of the course.  This is worth 70% of the course marks.

· A Presentation Folio.  This is selected from your best work during the course.  This is worth 30% of marks.

DRAMA

Drama – Higher 

The Higher Grade course allows the student to extend the Creative drama skills developed at Standard Grade and to acquire new skills, knowledge and understanding involved in the exploration of selected areas of theatre.  

Entry Requirements

The entry requirement for this course would be a Credit award at Standard Grade Drama and/or English, or an Intermediate 2 Drama Award.

Aims of the Course

· To investigate relationships, issues and topics

· To gain knowledge and understanding of aspects of theatre

· To develop acting and directing skills and contribute to a presentation

· To experience theatrical performance

Course Content

The course is divided into two main areas: Investigative Drama and Aspects of Theatre.

Investigative Drama involves the student in selecting and researching an issue, topic or theme which can be explored through Drama leading to the devising of a presentation which can be performed to an invited audience.  This is Unit 1 of the course.

Aspects of Theatre is divided into three elements:

Study of a Specified Text in its Theatrical Context:  This involves the student in the exploration of the storyline and relationships in the chosen play but also examines how the play would have been performed when it was written and how it might be performed to an audience of today.  This is Unit 2 of the course.

Contemporary Scottish Theatre:  This involves the student in the exploration of identified trends in Scottish Theatre through workshops, discussion and research based on a selection of plays.  This is Unit 3 of the course.

Acting involves the student in a series of practical exercises to extend the acting skills gained in Standard Grade and/or Intermediate 2 and the rehearsal leading to the performance of TWO assessable acting pieces.  One acting piece will be the portrayal of a character from the chosen Specified Text and the other acting piece will be selected by the student in negotiation with the teacher from any of the texts available to the student for the exploration of Scottish Theatre.

All elements of the Higher course will be supported by relevant theatre visits, the majority of which will be in the evening.  This part of the course is optional but is strongly recommended.

Assessment

Investigative Drama - This is assessed at Unit level only.  Assessment is based on practical work and a written evaluation of the work carried out.

Acting - 50% of course assessment.  This is assessed by an outside examiner who will watch the student perform both acting pieces.

Specified Text and Contemporary Scottish Theatre - 50% of course assessment.  This is assessed by an examination paper set by the SQA.

To gain the award of the course, the student must also achieve all the component units of the course as well as the external assessment.

Drama – Intermediate 2

Intermediate Drama develops the central concept of exploring relationships using both creative drama and the interpretation of text.  The course promotes theatre production skills with particular emphasis on directing, acting and design skills. 

Entry Requirements

The entry requirement for this course would normally be an award at Standard Grade Drama but pupils who have not completed the Standard Grade Drama course but have a strong interest in Drama would also be considered. 

Aims of the Course

· To explore relationships, social attitudes and issues.

· To explore and use language, movement and theatre as a means of expression and communication.

· To acquire a range of theatre production skills.

· To develop devising skills and contribute to a presentation.

· To increase interest in and knowledge of theatrical performance.

Course Content

The course is divided into three units: Drama Skills, Theatre Production Skills, Production.

Drama Skills involves the student, as part of a group, in using creative skills to explore a topic or theme.  Using language and movement activities, students explore different drama forms and structures in order to devise an end product.

Theatre Production Skills focuses on the study of the theatre production team and provides students with the experience of a range of theatre production skills, eg acting, costume, lighting, make-up and set design.

Production allows the students to integrate and consolidate the knowledge, understanding and skills acquired in the first two units by co-operating and participating in the staging of a small-scale production.

Assessment

Drama skills is assessed at Unit level only through both practical and written work.

External assessment will comprise a practical examination in the presence of a visiting examiner and a written examination.

To gain the award of the course the student must achieve all the component units of the course as well as the external assessment.

ENGLISH

English – Advanced Higher

The course is open to students who have a wide range of interests and abilities in English and who have achieved a pass at Higher level.  

Course Details and Assessment

Candidates are required to do the following:

1 A mandatory dissertation with a maximum of 4500 words based on a literary or linguistic topic of their choice.  The dissertation will be monitored by the class teacher and submitted in March.  It is worth 40% of the overall grade.

2 Students must choose two out of the three options below, each worth 30%.

a Literature

b Textual Analysis

c Creative Writing

Literature involves the close study of texts from a prescribed list ranging from Shakespeare to 20th Century literature.  This is externally assessed in an examination at the end of the session.

Textual Analysis involves the detailed critical examination of a variety of passages, verse, drama and prose.  This is also externally assessed in the final exam.

Creative Writing - Students are required to produce a folio of writing for submission to the SQA in April.

English - Higher

English - Intermediate 2

The aim of English in S5/6 is to enable students to develop key skills of communication, understanding, analysis and evaluation.  Students will develop a wider appreciation of literature, as well as the uses of language in their everyday lives.

Entry Requirements

· Higher
- 1 or 2 at Standard Grade;   A or B at Intermediate 2

· Intermediate 2 - 3 or above at Standard  Grade 

Course Details and Assessment

In order to gain an award in the Course, the candidate must pass the internal assessments associated with the component units.  This course consists of two 60 hour units.

Unit 1 - Language Study

This involves improving close reading and writing skills.  Both are assessed internally by NABs.  The external exam includes a close reading paper.

Unit 2 - Literary Study

This involves studying a selection of prose, poetry, drama, media texts.  These are assessed in an external exam.  Textual analysis is also an integral part of the course, assessed internally only.

External Assessment

The external assessment will consist of two externally set question papers and a writing folio (20% weighting).  The writing folio will consist of two pieces of writing.  One piece will be broadly Transactional (Argumentative, Persuasive or a Report), the other will be Creative or Personal Reflective.  The number of drafts of these pieces of work is strictly controlled.

Close Reading – 40% weighting

In response to a series of questions, candidates will be required to demonstrate their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate passages of unseen prose.

Critical Essay – 40% weighting
In response to two questions from a range of questions, candidates will be required to produce two Critical Essays demonstrating their ability to understand, analyse and evaluate previously studied text or topics.

HOME ECONOMICS

Hospitality – Practical Cookery – Intermediate 2

Study of this course will enable students to acquire practical cookery and organisational skills. You will cook a wide variety of dishes taking responsibility for choosing recipes to be used and organising your work.

It would be of particular value to those considering working in the food or hospitality industries on either a full or part-time basis.

The course would also be of value to anyone needing to acquire food skills for independent living. 

Entry Requirements

Entry is at the discretion of the Home Economics Department and although the course would be suitable for any student who has a genuine interest in food, cooking and a willingness to work hard, it is an advantage to have completed an S3/4 course within the Department.

Course Details

The course consists of three Intermediate 2 units.

1 Practical Cookery Skills

2 Foods of The World

3 Food Preparation for Healthy Eating

Assessment

These units are internally assessed through practical activities and written tests. Due to the continual nature of assessment it is important that you have regular attendance.

Course Exam

This involves preparing, cooking and serving a three-course meal for four people in two and a half hours.

15% 
Written preparation and planning

85% 
Practical session

A charge is made to help cover the cost of ingredients

Progression

· National Certificate or Degree courses related to Food Technology and Hospitality

· A range of employment or training opportunities within the Hospitality and Food industry.

Home Economics/Business Education – Cluster Life Skills Units

This course run jointly by Home Economics and Business Education, offers students an opportunity to prepare themselves for life after school.

HOME ECONOMICS

The course is open to all S5/6 students who wish to develop their practical food, organisational and textile/craft skills in preparation for independent living. 

Course Details

Students will complete three Intermediate 1 units. 

Some students may be able to work at Intermediate 2 level.

The delivery of the course would enable Christmas leaver pupils to achieve one unit.

Assessment

Units are internally assessed through practical activities and written tests. 

A charge is made to help cover the cost of ingredients/materials.

BUSINESS EDUCATION – PERSONAL FINANCE

This course is designed to give students a better understanding of finance, as they get closer to the time when they become financially independent.  Whether you become an employee, apprentice or trainee or continue as a student, it is important that you can keep control of your finances and make your money work for you.

The course aims to raise student’s skills in financial literacy, understanding the literature surrounding finance and financial products, and financial numeracy, the ability to calculate the costs of financial products.  This will allow students to be able to keep track of their income and spending.  Students should then be able to make informed decisions about what is best for them and help them on the way to becoming financially secure.

Course Details

The Personal Finance award consists of 2 NQ units, assessed at Intermediate 1, but which are aimed at all pupils.  The two units are Principles of Money and Money Management.  The two units are assessed separately, online, and by passing them both you will gain the overall award in Personal Finance.  

Principles of Money will be taught until just before Christmas and pupils will then sit the unit assessment.  After Christmas, you will undertake the Money Management unit and assessment.

Principles of Money:

Ensuring students will be able to identify money, describe what is accepted as money and know the legal aspects of money.  This unit also identifies the different ways of earning a wage, being aware of the minimum wage and understanding the information in a pay slip and also being able to identify some of the benefit and tax credits available to some people and how these may be accessed.

By looking in detail at the bank accounts available and the ways that these are promoted, students will be able to make a more informed decision when opening a bank account.  The unit looks at the different ways in which money can be accessed and what protection there is when using a debit or credit card.

The unit also aims to address the following questions. What do you need to know for effective budgeting?  What can savings schemes offer you and what are the benefits of financial planning?  What do I need to consider when going abroad and how do I get the best exchange rate?

Money Management

In this unit, students will look at how to compare energy suppliers, mobile phone tariffs and packages and how to work out the real costs of different forms of transport compared to car ownership.  

The various sources of borrowing money or accessing credit are investigated.  This allows consumers to be able to calculate the costs and understand the financial impact of borrowing money compared to using cash, and how to identify what would give them best value for money.  

Long term financial planning will involve taking out insurance policies and planning for retirement and Money Management will look at the types and costs of insurance available and identify what it means to plan for retirement.

MATHEMATICS

Mathematics – Advanced Higher

Course Description

Advanced Higher Mathematics aims to build upon and extend students’ mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding of the subject.  This course offers breadth and depth of mathematical experience and is relevant to further study or employment in the areas of mathematical or physical sciences, computer science, engineering, biological and social sciences, medicine, accounting, business and management.

Entry Requirements

The syllabus is designed to build upon prior learning in the areas of Algebra, Geometry and Calculus from the Higher Maths course.  Students cannot tackle this course unless they have already passed Higher Maths.

The three units – Mathematics 1 (AH), Mathematics 2 (AH) and Mathematics 3 (AH) are progressive units.

Assessment

Class tests take place throughout the course.  Towards the end of each unit there will also be a unit assessment.  To gain the award of this course, students must pass all the unit assessments as well as the final exam set by the SQA.

This course offers students a broad background of Mathematics and meets the needs of those pursuing a wide variety of post-school studies and careers such as business studies, social, biological and physical sciences, computing, engineering and the study of Mathematics itself.

Mathematics - Higher (one-year)

Course Description

Higher Mathematics aims to build upon and extend students’ mathematical skills, knowledge and understanding in a way that recognises problem solving as an essential skill.  The course also enables the student to learn how to integrate knowledge of different aspects of the subject.

Entry Requirements

The syllabus is designed to build upon prior learning in the areas of Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry from the Standard Grade Course.  Students must posses a credit pass at either Grade 1 or Grade 2 or an equivalent qualification from Int 2 Maths.

Course Content

The syllabus is designed to build upon prior learning in the areas of Algebra, Geometry and Trigonometry and to introduce students to elementary Calculus.

The course is comprised of three Units:

The three Units – Mathematics 1 (H), Mathematics 2 (H) and Mathematics 3 (H) – are progressive units; each unit covers the range of mathematical topics described above.

Approaches to Learning and Teaching

Investigative approaches to learning will feature prominently in the Higher course.  Where appropriate, new skills and concepts will be introduced within a context, sometimes giving students the opportunity to work co-operatively.  Course work tasks will be used to support these approaches.  Students will also be encouraged to make use of technology.  Calculators have great potential provided they are used appropriately and not allowed to provide unnecessary support nor substitute for personal efficiency.  A balance between ‘basic skills’ and appropriate use of technology is essential.  Graphic calculators are very powerful tools and will be used in this course.

This course offers students a broad background of Mathematics and meets the needs of those pursuing a wide variety of post-school studies and careers such as business studies, social, biological and physical sciences, computing, engineering and the study of Mathematics itself.

Assessment

Class tests take place throughout the course.  Towards the end of each unit there will also be a unit assessment.  To gain the award of the course, students must pass all the unit assessments as well as the final exam set by the SQA.  The final examination will consist of two papers, one of which will not allow the use of a calculator.  The non-calculator paper will focus mainly on algebraic content.  Calculations involving number will not be a main feature of this paper.

Mathematics – Intermediate 2

Entry Requirements

This course is designed to meet the needs of students who possess a Standard Grade qualification in Maths around Grade Level 3 and who wish to further their knowledge of the subject and perhaps progress to Higher Mathematics.

Course Content

The course is comprised of three units.

The syllabus is designed to build upon and extend students’ previous mathematical learning in the areas of Arithmetic, Algebra, Geometry, Trigonometry and Statistics.

Approaches to Learning and Teaching

Investigative approaches to learning will feature in the Intermediate 2 course.  Where appropriate, new skills and concepts will be introduced within a context, sometimes giving students the opportunity to work co-operatively.  Course work tasks will be used to support these approaches.

Use of scientific calculators will be made where appropriate but non-calculator skills are also an important feature of this course.

Assessment

Class tests take place throughout the course.  Towards the end of each unit there will also be a unit assessment.  To gain the award of the course, students must pass all the unit assessments as well as the final exam set by the SQA.  The final exam will consist of two papers, one of which will not allow the use of a calculator.

Int 2 Maths is a completely different course from Int 1 Maths.  It is not possible to change levels from Int 2 to Int 1 if difficulties arise.

MODERN LANGUAGES

French - Higher/Intermediate 2

These Higher courses extend the knowledge and skills of the Standard Grade Language courses. Candidates with a Higher award in S5 would be eligible for Advanced Higher in S6.

Entry Requirements

Students opting for this course should have Standard Grade Credit levels 1 or 2.

Course Content

The course comprises two units, Language and Extended Reading/Viewing.  In the Language unit, the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing in the foreign language are developed.  In Extended Reading/Viewing, a text (usually a short novel) is read, or alternatively a film in the foreign language is studied.

Assessment

Both units are tested internally in school, and also externally via an examination at the end of the year.  There are 4 internal tests across the year (of listening, speaking, reading and writing) and 1 external examination (of listening, reading and writing).

To obtain the full Higher award, all assessments must be passed.  Re-tests in the internal assessments are available, however.  Similarly, written work in the foreign language can be redrafted and re-attempted in exam conditions.  Where a student is still struggling with these tests at Higher level, transfer to Intermediate 2 presentation is an option.  Though similar in structure and content to Higher, Intermediate 2 has one theme less than Higher.

Candidates may also carry forward into S6 passes in the units and/or the external exam. 

MUSIC

Music – Advanced Higher

Entry Requirements

This course is suitable for pupils at Grade 5 and above in 2 instruments.  The course has a degree of self learning and research and is therefore more suited to an independent learner.

Course Content

The course consists of 4 units:-

· 60% is built up of practical work on 2 instruments (or voice), leading to a practical externally assessed in March.  Your main instrument will have a 15 minute programme and your second study a 10 minute programme.

· An internally assessed composition folio with a pass/fail assessment.

· A Listening Unit, which consists of recognition of instruments/styles/forms as well as musical concepts and literacy.

· A 1500 word Commentary comparing the similarities/differences of 2 works/movements studied.

· A NAB pass in all areas is needed to achieve an overall course award.

Music - Higher

Entry Requirements

This course is suitable for pupils at Grade 3/4 standard in 2 instruments.

Course Content

The course consists of 3 units

· 60% is built up of practical work on 2 instruments (or voice), leading to a practical externally assessed in March.  Your main instrument will have a 10 minute programme and your second study a 4 minute programme.

· An internally assessed composition folio with a pass/fail assessment.

· A Listening Unit, which consists of recognition of instruments/styles/forms as well as musical concepts and literacy.

· A NAB pass in all areas is needed to achieve an overall course award.

Music – Intermediate 1/2

Entry Requirements

This course is suitable for pupils of Grade 2/3 standard in 2 instruments – or those capable of reaching this standard in 1 year.

Course Content

The course consists of 3 units:-

· 60% is built up of practical work on 2 instruments (or voice), leading to a practical externally assessed in February.  Each instrument must have a programme of 4 minutes of contrasting music.

· An internally assessed composition folio with a pass/fail assessment.

· A Listening Unit, which consists of recognition of instruments/styles/forms as well as musical concepts and literacy.

· A NAB pass in all areas is needed to achieve an overall course award.

PHYSICAL EDUCATION

Physical Education – Higher/Intermediate 2

Higher PE is a one-year course which will, if you are successful, result in a qualification that is recognised for entry to Higher Education and University.  

Entry Requirements

Credit Level in Standard Grade English

If you did not do Standard Grade PE, this course is suitable for anyone with an interest in sport wishing to do the course in a year. 

Any pupil starting this course MUST be prepared to read and learn key facts and principles - from day one.  They must complete regular homework tasks to a satisfactory standard and develop their fitness levels in order to pass all elements of the course and SQA Higher or Intermediate 2 Level.

Each pupil will have to work hard on practical performance but it should be possible, in the time available, to raise the standard of performance to the required level.

Course Details

The activities are based on student abilities and skills.

Assessment

The course has two elements for assessment.  These are:

	Performance
	Assessed internally, Externally moderated (eg Basketball, Badminton)



	Analysis and Development of Performance
	Assessed internally, Externally moderated and Formal Examination

· Preparation of the Body

· Skills and Techniques

· Structures, Strategies and Composition

· Performance Appreciation

This part of the course results in a written paper in May


Candidates must pass all units to gain a course award.  Candidates will receive credit for units passed but any they do not pass will mean no course award.  You can come back at any time in the future to complete areas of weakness and gain a full award.

SAFETY NET - While course content will be delivered at Higher and Intermediate 2 Level and internally assessed at this level, the nature of the course means it is easy to move to Intermediate 2 or 1 at any stage if it looks likely that you might not pass at Higher or Intermediate 2 Level.

The content of the course is the same – differentiation is by student performance.

Recreational Physical Education (Non-Certificate)

Students will take part in a variety of activities to be decided by negotiation between students and staff.  Activities available to course participants will depend on available facilities.  You will be encouraged to try ‘new’ activities as well as established ones.  It may be possible to adopt a multi-activity approach depending on student interests.  Performance and enjoyment are the prime focus of this course and all students’ interests and talents in sport will be catered for as far as possible.  There may be some costs involved if the activity is to take place away from Dyce – i.e. curling, skiing, ten-pin bowling.

Pupils will also have opportunity to complete the Sports Leaders UK Level 1 Award.  This course is fun and practical and focuses on leading rather than technical ability.  It will help you to develop leadership skills that will be vital in other areas of life.  Self-confidence will increase through taking responsibility for your own and others learning.

If you are not sure which course would suit you best or you would like to know more come and speak to us.

RELIGIOUS, MORAL & PHILOSOPHICAL STUDIES

Philosophy - Higher/Intermediate 2

Aims

Philosophy provides an opportunity to train your mind and explore questions such as ‘What is real?’  ‘How do we know what is good?’

Entry Requirements

A Credit pass in Standard grade English and a Social Subject such as Geography, History, Modern Studies or Religious Studies.  Intermediate 2 passes in Philosophy or RMPS are also relevant.

Content

Unit 1a – Critical Thinking – ½ unit

This looks at the structure of arguments and helps you recognise common flaws in arguments.

Unit 1b – Metaphysics – ½ unit

Here we will look at the debate “Does God Exist?” and explore several arguments and responses.

Unit 2 – Epistemology

In this unit we start by looking at definitions of knowledge and how fact claims can be justified.  The Sceptic argument that we can have no knowledge is discussed.  Then we examine the work of Descartes who said reason would justify knowledge.

Unit 3 – Moral Philosophy

Lastly we examine 2 theories about morality.  One, called utilitarianism, says that what is good is what causes the greater happiness for the greatest number of people.  The second one was produced by the philosopher Kant who said reason and duty show us what is good.  In contrast we also examine the theory of emotivism which says moral judgements are merely expressions of feeling.

Assessment

Unit 1 is assessed through 2 short assessments of 30 minutes while Unit 2 and 3 have one hour.  Questions are short answer, extended response or essay style.

The external exam uses the same style and has the same sections but more marks are given for analysis. 

Progression

Intermediate 2 leads to Higher, Higher leads to Advanced Higher.  Students completing Philosophy in S5 may choose to extend their studies by following the RMPS course in S6.  The course is excellent preparation for careers that require the skills of critical analysis, sound logical thinking and forming reasoned argument (Law, Journalism, Teaching, Research, Media).

SCIENCE

Biology – Advanced Higher

The Advanced Higher course offers students the chance to study a broad based, yet integrated group of biological topics to a level beyond that of Higher Biology.  The course provides opportunities for candidates to –

· Expand their knowledge of biological concepts, facts and techniques that are all applicable to modern society.

· Develop problem solving, data handling and practical skills.

· Carry out investigative and project work.

Entry requirements

Students should have a good pass at Higher.

Course Content

The Advanced Higher course comprises two mandatory 40-hour units and one optional 20-hour unit together with a 20-hour investigation unit.  The investigation allows the pupil to study a topic in depth and prepare a written report.

Topic 1 - Cell and Molecular Biology

Cell Biology is to the forefront of modern biological science and is fundamental to all biological concepts.  This unit explores differing cell structures, cell development and differentiation.  Cell biochemistry to illustrate the interactions between molecules and their importance to cellular life.  Membrane structure to show the importance of a dynamic boundary layer with associated protein component and cytoskeleton.  Molecular interactions such as sodium-potassium pumps, enzyme systems and cell signalling are also studied.  DNA technologies and their legal, social, moral and ethical implications are discussed.

Topic 2 - Environmental Biology

The environment is a key dimension of modern society, not only as a scientific study but also as a political, economic and ethical issue.  The environmental resources are finite and this unit considers the biological processes that result in energy flow and recycling within ecosystems, with particular emphasis on decomposition.  Interactions within ecosystems are studied both on a biotic level and at an abiotic level.   These are approached from the viewpoint of ecological benefit and cost to the species involved.  The human influence on ecosystems is explored and the chance to take part in fieldwork is provided.

Topic 3 – Physiology, Health and Exercise

The unit deals with the beneficial effects of exercise on health and in the prevention and rehabilitation of individuals with certain disease conditions.  The role of physical activity in the prevention of heart disease is explored along with the physiology of the cardiovascular system and the development of heart disease.  The idea of energy balance in relation to the increase of overweight and obesity in the UK is discussed.  The need to measure body composition and the importance of exercise in the prevention and treatment of obesity, osteoporosis and diabetes are discussed.

Investigation

An extremely useful exercise for any sixth year student.  The student is expected to develop their investigative skills through the completion of an investigation.  This is a good opportunity to develop self-motivation, self-reliance and organisational skills.

The course is primarily aimed at those students who have gained a pass at Higher Biology in S5.  Students achieving a pass would have a nationally recognised certificate which would have the same standing as an A Level in terms of UCAS points and hence a very useful entrance qualification to university or other institution.  Advanced Higher is also a good entrance to any biological profession or other scientific career.

Assessment

Each unit has a NAB test and a practical report both of which must be passed to gain an award.

The external assessment will be an exam of 2 hours 30 minutes and a completed investigation report.

The exam will carry 100 marks and make up 80% of the total available course marks.  The paper will consist of five sections – multi-choice, structured and data handling and essay questions.

Investigation Report

This is worth 20% of the overall mark (25 marks).

The report should not exceed 2500 words.

There is no safety net for candidates.

Biology - Higher

The Higher Biology course offers students opportunities to acquire knowledge and understanding of biological concepts, experimental techniques and their importance to society and industry.  The topics covered are relevant to modern biology and reflect some of the trends in biological research.  In addition problem solving, data handling and practical skills are developed.  These are not only essential skills for biologists but are also useful tools for any student, whatever course they choose to follow in later life.

Entry requirements

Students opting for this course should have Standard Grade Biology at grade 1 or 2 (for both KU and PS) or a good pass at Intermediate 2 Biology.

Course Content

The course is divided into three units of study:

Cell Biology

In this section the major cell processes of respiration, photosynthesis, protein synthesis and the importance of DNA are covered.  These biochemical processes are fundamental to the working of the cell and are related to cell structure and organisation.

Genetics and Adaptation

This section builds on the work done in Standard Grade.  An additional insight is provided into new patterns of inheritance such as dihybrid crosses and sex linkage.  Genetics is shown to be the basis of natural selection, evolution and adaptation.

Control and Regulation

The control of organisms’ internal environment by hormones is covered with brief reference to such aspects as blood glucose level, temperature and water content.  The influences of outside factors such as nutrients and light are related to plant growth.  The study of populations is also introduced to demonstrate the interactions that can happen in nature.

Course Assessment

Assessment is based on three aspects of the course work, knowledge and understanding, problem-solving and practical abilities.  For each unit you will have to pass an end-of-topic test and submit a satisfactory report of an experimental procedure; both will be required to obtain a pass.

The final exam consists of a 2½ hour paper worth 130 marks divided into three sections.  Section A multi-choice (30), Section B is knowledge and understanding, problem-solving and data handling (80), Section C is two extended answers (20).

The course builds on and extends the work covered in Standard Grade Biology.  It is primarily designed for pupils who have gained a Grade 1 or 2 at both knowledge and understanding and problem-solving at Standard Grade.  However, there are no set entrance qualifications and it could be tackled successfully by a pupil who has a good credit level record at Standard Grade in other subjects.

The course can lead on to Advanced Higher Biology in S6 or is a well-recognised entrance qualification to Further Education at college or university.  It is also useful for pupils who wish to go directly into employment in science or professions.

Biology – Intermediate 2   

The Intermediate 2 Biology course offers students a broad based integrated study of the range of biological topics which are required for the progression on to Higher Biology as well as other areas of study or employment.  The course develops an understanding of the biological principles facing society and the individual today.  Intermediate 2 Biology contributes to the student’s general and vocational knowledge, investigative and problem solving skills.  These are not only essential skills for biologists but are also useful tools for any student, whatever course they choose to follow in later life.

Entry requirements

Students opting for this course should have Standard Grade Biology at grade 3 or 4 for both KU and PS or Standard Grade 1 or 2 in KU and PS for any other Science.

Course Content

The course is divided into three units of study.

Living Cells

In this section the student looks at cell structure and some of the major processes of life.  These include enzyme action, diffusion and osmosis, aerobic and anaerobic respiration, and photosynthesis.

Environmental Biology and Genetics

This section builds on the work done in Standard Grade.  The student will extend their knowledge of ecosystems and factors that affect variation in a species.

Animal Physiology  

The student will study mammalian nutrition, control of the internal environment, circulation and gas exchange, sensory mechanism such as the nervous system and processing of information.

Course Assessment

Assessment is based on three aspects of the course work; knowledge and understanding, problem-solving and practical abilities.  At the end of each unit the student has to pass an end-of-topic test and submit a satisfactory written report of an experimental procedure.  Both must be passed to gain an award.  The final exam consists of a single two-hour paper worth 100 marks divided into three sections.  Section A is multi-choice (25), Section B in knowledge and understanding and problem-solving (65), Section C is two extended answers (10).

The course builds on and extends the work covered in Standard Grade Biology.  It is primarily designed for pupils who have gained a Grade 3 or 4 at both knowledge and understanding and problem-solving at Standard Grade.  Pupils who have just managed to gain credit awards at knowledge and understanding and problem-solving may find this a useful step to Higher in S6.  However, there are no set entrance qualifications and it could be tackled successfully by a pupil who has a good Standard Grade record in other subjects.

The course can lead on to Higher Biology in S6.  It is also useful for pupils who wish to go directly into employment in science or professions.

There is no safety net for a student who finds the work too demanding.

Chemistry - Advanced Higher

This course is available to students who wish to build on the work covered at Higher level by developing further the underlying theories of chemistry and the practical skills used in the chemical laboratory.  The course also develops the skills of independent study and thought that are essential in a wide range of occupations.

The course is particularly suitable for candidates who wish to progress to degree courses either in chemistry or in subjects of which chemistry is a major component such as medicine, chemical engineering and the environmental and health sciences or into chemistry-related employment.

Entry requirements

Students should have a good pass at Higher.

Course Details

The course has three units of theory:

1 Electronic Structure and the Periodic Table

2 Principles of Chemical Reactions

3 Organic Chemistry

There are twelve Prescribed Practical Activities integrated within these three units.

There is another unit –

4 Chemical Investigation - where the students have approximately 20 hours to investigate and produce a report of about 2000 words.

Assessment

To gain the award of the course, the student must pass:–

a All internal assessments – a written report of the required PPA and an end-of-unit test for each of the three theory units.

b Report on Investigation work.

c Final Exam
 Section A - Multiple Choice

(40 marks)




 Section B - Extended Answers
(60 marks)

Chemistry - Higher

Higher Chemistry provides students with the opportunity to extend their knowledge of chemical products and how our everyday lives are influenced by them.  It develops scientific enquiry and seeks to encourage students to evaluate evidence and draw appropriate conclusions.

This course builds on and extends work introduced in Credit Standard Grade or Intermediate 2 Chemistry.

Entry Requirements

Students opting for this course should have:

1 Standard Grade Chemistry at Grade 1 or 2 (for both KU and PS) or Intermediate 2 at A or B. 

2 Competence in Maths

Course Details

There are three units:

Energy Matters -

Reaction rates, bonding and patterns in the Periodic Table.

The World of Carbon -
Structure, names, reactions and uses of carbon compounds.

Chemical Reactions -

Production and use of chemicals, acids and bases.

There are nine Prescribed Practical Abilities (PPAs)

Assessment

To gain the award of the course, the student must pass:

a All internal assessments - an end-of-unit test for each unit within the course and a written report of one PPA.

b External assessment - exam comprises of questions from all three units and includes questions on experimental work.


Part 1 - Multiple Choice 

(40 marks)


Part 2 - Extended answers
(60 marks)

Progression

Successful completion of the course allows for progression into Advanced Higher Chemistry or entry into many Higher Education courses.

It offers a good grounding for science-related careers.

Chemistry – Intermediate 2 

This course is designed to provide a broad coverage of key concepts in Chemistry and demonstrates the relevance of Chemistry in our everyday lives.  It provides a bridge between Standard Grade Chemistry at General Level and further study at Higher.  In addition it provides you with background knowledge and problem-solving skills which are valuable in a wide range of career paths.

Entry Requirements

Students opting for this course should have one of the following:

· Standard Grade Chemistry at Grades 3 and 4 (for either KU or PS)

· Standard Grade Biology, Physics or Science at Grades 1 or 2

· Intermediate 2 Biology or Physics units or course

· and Standard Grade Maths at Grades 3 or 4 or Intermediate 1 (as a minimum)

Course Details

The course has three units of theory:

1 Building Blocks

2 Carbon compounds

3 Acids, bases and metals

There are nine Prescribed Practical Activities (PPA’s).

Assessment

To gain the award of the course, the student must pass:

a All internal assessments – one written report for the required PPA and an end-of-unit test for each unit within the course.

b External assessment – exam comprises of questions from all three units and includes questions on experimental work.


Part I
-
Multiple Choice

(40 marks)


Part II
-
Extended Answers

(60 marks)

Progression

Successful completion of the course allows for progression into Higher Chemistry, a Scottish Group Award at Intermediate 2 in Business and Technology.

Physics – Advanced Higher

The aims of the Advanced Higher Physics course are that students should acquire:

· A deeper knowledge and understanding of the nature of physics and its applications

· Skill in applying their knowledge and understanding in a wide variety of theoretical and practical problem-solving contexts.

· Skills associated with carrying out independent experimental and investigative work in physics and analysing the information obtained.

Entry Requirements

Students should have obtained a pass at Higher Physics and Higher Mathematics.

Course Structure

There are four units:

	Mechanics
	Relativity, angular motion, gravitation, rotational dynamics, simple harmonic motion, wave – particle duality



	Electrical Phenomena
	Electric fields, electromagnetism, motion in a magnetic field, self-inductance, forces of nature



	Wave Phenomena (0.5 Unit)
	Waves, interference, polarisation



	Physics Investigation (0.5 Unit)
	The unit seeks to provide opportunities for the candidate to further develop investigative skills through completion of an investigation


Assessment

To gain the award of the course the student must pass all the unit assessments as well as the external assessment.  External assessment will provide 80% of the marks for grading attainment in the course award – the question paper is of 2½ hours duration.   The investigation will provide 20% of the marks.

Progression

Advanced Higher Physics allows students to progress to many Higher Education courses.  It is an extremely useful course for students who wish to study physics/engineering at college or university.

Physics - Higher

The aims of the Higher Physics course are that students should acquire:

· Increased knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas, of techniques, and of the application of physics in society.

· Skill in applying their knowledge and understanding in a wide variety of theoretical and practical problem solving contexts.

· Skills associated with carrying out experimental and investigate work in physics and analysing the information obtained.

Entry Requirements

Students would normally be expected to have obtained Standard Grade Physics at grade 1 or have passed Intermediate 2 Physics.  Mathematical competence is essential.

Course Structure

There are three units:

	Mechanics and Properties of Matter
	vectors, equations of motion, Newton’s Second Law, momentum and impulse density and pressure, gas laws



	Electricity and Electronics
	electric fields and resistors in circuits, alternating current and voltage, capacitance, analogue electronics



	Radiation and Matter
	waves, refraction of light, opto-electronics and semi-conductors, nuclear reactions, dosimetry and safety.


The course builds on and extends the work covered in Standard Grade Physics.  

Assessment  

To gain the award of the course the student must pass:

a All the unit assessments (these are done during normal class time and include practical assessments); and

b The external assessment.  The external assessment consists of questions from all three units and will provide the basis for grading in the course award.  It consists of one paper, which lasts for 2½ hours.

Progression

A pass at Higher Level Physics in S5 allows students to progress to the Advanced Higher course in S6 or entry into many Higher Education courses.  It offers a good grounding for science-related careers.

Physics – Intermediate 2

The aims of the Intermediate 2 Physics course are that students should acquire:

· Increased knowledge and understanding of facts and ideas, of techniques, and of the application of physics in society.

· Skill in applying their knowledge and understanding in a wide variety of theoretical and practical problem solving contexts.

· Skills associated with carrying out experimental and investigate work in physics and analysing the information obtained.

Entry Requirements

No previous experience of physics is essential but the course is intended for students who have attained either Standard Grade Physics at 2 or 3 or Standard Grade Chemistry, Biology or Science at grade 1.

Structure

There are four units:

	Mechanics and Heat
	Kinematics, dynamics, momentum and energy, heat



	Electricity and Electronics
	Circuits, electrical energy, electromagnetism, electrical components



	Waves and Optics (0.5 unit)
	Waves, reflection, refraction



	Radioactivity (0.5 unit)
	Ionising radiations, dosimetry, half-life and safety, nuclear reactors


Assessment 

To gain the award of the course the student must pass:

a All the unit assessments (these are done during normal class time and include practical assessments); and

b The external assessment.  The external assessment consists of questions from all four units and will provide the basis for grading in the course award.  It consists of one paper, which lasts for 2 hours.

Progression

Intermediate 2 Physics allows students to progress to Higher Physics and offers a good grounding for science-related careers.

SOCIAL SUBJECTS

Geography: Higher

The course aims –

· To develop breadth and depth to the skills and knowledge in physical and human geography attained at Standard grade.
· To develop the students ability to evaluate 
· To increase the students knowledge of geographical methods and techniques. 
Recommended Entry

The students should have passed Standard Grade Geography at Credit level; Credit level English is recommended.

Students with a good Standard Grade in another Social Subject and/or English could be considered if sufficient commitment is shown.

Course Description

The course comprises three components:

1 Physical Environments

· Atmosphere
· Biosphere
· Hydrosphere
· Lithosphere
2 Human Environments

· Industrial 

· Population

· Rural

· Urban

3 Geographical Interactions

· Development and Health

· River Basin Management

Assessment

To achieve an award at Higher, NAB items must be passed in each of the three components.  In addition there is an external examination, which comprises two papers: one of which is assessing the Physical and Human Environments and the second paper assesses the Geographical Interactions. 

Progression

From attaining Higher Geography it is possible to progress to Advanced Higher Geography, alternatively students could progress to a course at an appropriate level in another Social Subject.

Students may also progress to further education or employment.

SAFETY NET – Students who fail to pass the first NAB or who do not achieve a satisfactory level at the estimate exam will be able to change to Intermediate 2.

Geography - Intermediate 1/2

The course aims –

· To develop breadth and depth to the skills and knowledge in physical and human geography attained at Standard grade.
· To develop the students ability to evaluate 
· To increase the students knowledge of geographical methods and techniques. 
Recommended Entry

The students should have passed Standard Grade Geography.  Students with a Standard Grade in another Social Subject could be considered if sufficient commitment is shown.

Course Description

The course comprises three components:

1 Physical Environments

· Rivers
· Glaciation
· Limestone
· Coasts
2 Human Environments

· Industrial 

· Population

· Rural

· Urban

3 Geographical Interactions

· Development and Health

· Natural Hazards.

Assessment

To achieve an award at Intermediate 2, NAB items must be passed in each of the three components.  In addition there is an external examination.

Progression

From attaining Intermediate 2 Geography it is possible to progress to Higher Geography, alternatively students could progress to a course at an appropriate level in another Social Subject.

Students may also progress to further education or employment.

SAFETY NET – Students who fail to pass the first NAB or who do not achieve a satisfactory level at the estimate exam will be able to change to Intermediate 1.

History - Higher

History helps you develop an understanding of historical events and how what has happened in the past has shaped the present.  You will develop skills of communication, critical thinking and evaluation which are needed for life and work.

Entry Requirements

The Higher course progresses from the concepts learned and skills developed in Standard Grade History.  You must have a Credit pass at Standard Grade with at least a Grade 2 in KU or an A or B at Int 2 to choose Higher.  If you have a Credit pass in English or another Social Subject or a Higher in these subjects you may also be suitable.

Course Aims

· To develop skills of evaluating historical events, issues and source evidence

· To allow you to participate actively in the learning process, interact with others and prepare effectively for further education and employment

· To develop empathy with people living in other periods, their societies, circumstances and motivation.

Titles of Units which comprise the course

1 Historical Study – British: Britain 1851-1951 including the growth of democracy, women’s rights and the introduction of the welfare state by the Liberals pre WW1 and Labour post WW2.

2 Historical Study – European and World: USA 1919-1968 - This is a study of the USA from 1919 -1968.  It looks at the boom of the 1920s and how the Depression of the 1930s was dealt with.  Racial tensions, the activities of the Ku Klux Klan and the emergence and effectiveness of the Civil Rights Movement are also studied.

3 Special Topic – The Impact of the Great War 1914-1928 which looks at Scotland’s role in WW1, the impact of the war on those at home, the economy and industry of Scotland and also its impact on political developments.

Course Progression

A pass at C or above would act as an entry qualification for Advanced Higher History.  Also, all further Education and Higher Education Institutions recognise the value of a suitable grade in Higher History.  Higher History also makes a contribution to Scottish Group Awards.

Assessment Procedures

To gain the award, you must achieve a pass in the internal and external assessments.  The internal component consists of a number of unit assessments through the course.

There will be an estimate exam to help estimate the grade for external assessment.  Like the final exam, this estimate will be made up of two papers:

Paper I -
two essays on the Historical Studies

Paper II   -
source evaluation in the Special Topic

There will also be an Extended Essay which will allow you to write an essay of your choice from the topics covered.  This will be done in class time but assessed externally and will form part of your external grade.

If you pass the internal assessments but fail the external assessment you will be credited with the internal assessments on your certificate.  

History – Intermediate 2/1

Course Aims

The Intermediate History course aims to develop further the knowledge and understanding of historical concepts learned at Standard Grade.  It is also intended to develop skills of evaluating and investigating.

Entry Requirements

You must have a General level pass at Standard Grade History.  If you have a General level pass or above in another Social Subject or English you may be suitable.

Title of Units which comprise the course

The course consists of three units:

1 Wallace, Bruce and the Wars of Independence 1286-1328, including Edward of England as Overlord of Scotland, the Scottish response, especially by William Wallace and later Robert Bruce.  Bruce’s victory over the English and the Declaration of Arbroath in 1328.

2 ‘This Accursed Trade’: The British Slave Trade and its Abolition 1770-1807 including where the slaves came from, conditions they lived in, how people tried and succeeded in abolishing slavery.

3 Free at Last?  Race Relations in the USA 1918-1968 including attitudes towards racial minorities after WWI, the attitudes and activities of the Ku Klux Klan, the growing demand for civil rights after 1945 and activities of the civil rights movement up to the late 1960’s including Martin Luther King.

Course Progression

If you achieve an Intermediate 2 course award you should be able to progress to Higher History. Alternatively, you could progress to an Intermediate course or units in another Social Subject.

Assessment Procedures

To gain the award you must achieve a pass in the internal and external assessments.  The internal component consists of a number of unit assessments throughout the course.

It should be possible for those who do not achieve Intermediate 2 in the internal assessments to attempt Intermediate 1 assessments instead with a view to sitting the external exam at Intermediate 1 level.

There will be an estimate exam to help estimate the grade for external assessment.  Like the final exam, this estimate will consist of one paper lasting 1 hour 45 minutes.

There will also be an Extended Response at Intermediate 2 which will allow you to write an essay of your choice from the topics covered.  This will be done in class time but assessed externally and will form part of your external grade.

There is no Extended Response at Intermediate 1.

Modern Studies - Higher

Course Content

Modern Studies helps students develop an understanding of contemporary political and social life in a local, national and international context.  Students will develop skills of communication, independent learning, creative thinking, critical evaluation of the media and use of information technology.

Entry Requirements

The Higher articulates with and progresses from concepts learned and skills developed at Standard Grade.  A Grade 1 or 2 at Standard Grade in knowledge and understanding would be a suitable entry requirement as would an Intermediate level 2 pass at B or above.  However, students with Higher experience in English or other social subjects might also be suitable.

Course Aims

· To develop a knowledge and understanding of the ways in which contemporary society is organised.

· To develop the skills of evaluating, applying evidence to support decisions and viewpoints and analysing social and political issues.

· Encourage students to play an active role in contemporary society and to demonstrate values of democratic debate and attitudes of tolerance, responsibility and critical awareness.

Titles of Units which comprise the course

· Political Issues in the UK:

The Electoral System, Voting and Political Attitudes.

· Social Issues in the UK:

Wealth and Health inequalities in the UK

· International Issues:

The United States of America and either the Republic of South Africa or The Politics of Development (Africa)

Progression

A pass would act as an entry qualification for Advanced Higher Modern Studies.  Alternatively, all Further Education and Higher Education Institutions recognise the value of a suitable grade in Higher Modern Studies.  

Higher Modern Studies also makes a contribution to Scottish Group Awards.

Assessment Procedures

To gain the award, the student must achieve a pass in the internal and external assessments.  The internal component consists of a number of end-of-unit assessments held throughout the course. These last between 30 minutes and 1 hour 15 minutes.  There will be a prelim exam to help estimate the grade for external assessment.  This prelim along with the final external exam will last for 2 hours and 45 minutes.  Candidates who pass internal assessments but fail the external assessment will be credited these on their certificate.  Candidates who appear at an early stage to be unlikely to pass may proceed at Intermediate 2 level.

Modern Studies – Intermediate 2/1

The new millennium sees Scotland with its own Parliament for the first time in almost 300 years.  Young Scots are taking a greater interest in the affairs of state and beyond and this reflects and encourages such interest.

Entry Requirements

Standard Grade Modern Studies or another Social Subject at any level.

Students with no examined experience in Social Subjects may be considered.

Course Content

Modern Studies helps students develop within a balanced structure an understanding of life at home and abroad.  Students will develop skills of communicating, research, supported self-study, evaluating and Information Technology as well as make use of media sources.

Course Aims

To develop knowledge and understanding of political and social issues in the UK and selected international issues

To develop the skill of evaluating – measuring the value and reliability of source information

Titles of Units which comprise the course:

· Political Issues in the UK:

Government and Pressure Groups in Scotland

· Social Issues in the UK:

Crime and law in society 

· International issues:

China – an emerging society 

The Political Issues Unit would be completed by Christmas.  Therefore Christmas Leavers may wish to consider taking this unit.

Progression

A pass at C or above in Intermediate 1 could lead to a candidate trying Intermediate 2 the following session.  A pass at C or above at Intermediate 2 could lead to entry to a Higher course the following session.

Assessment Procedures

To gain the award, students must achieve a pass in the internal and external assessments.  The internal components compose of a number of short end-of-unit assessments throughout the course and an external exam of two hours in length (one and a half hours in Intermediate 1).  There will be a prelim exam to help estimate the grade for external assessment.

OTHER COURSES

YASS – Open University Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (S6 Students only)

The Open University's Young Applicants in Schools Scheme (or YASS for short) enables motivated and able students in S6 to study a wide range of undergraduate modules at first-year university level alongside their other studies.  YASS encourages independent learning and builds confidence and helps students develop the skills they will need to make to transition to university level study after school.

Modules at SCQF Level 7 (first year level at a traditional university) are offered in:

	· Arts and Humanities
	· Health and Social Care

	· Business Studies
	· Languages

	· Computing and ICT
	· Law

	· Education
	· Mathematics

	· Engineering and Technology
	· Science

	· Environment
	· Social Sciences

	· Financial Management
	· Sport and Fitness


The latest range of modules available can be found at www.open.ac.uk/yass-in-scotland
These modules are studied independently and students must have not only the academic ability but the capacity to organise and be responsible for their personal study time and meeting deadlines.  Motivation and commitment are equally important as ability.  A 10 point Open University module can demand at least 8 hours study per week.

Depending on which course they choose, students will receive information and course materials delivered directly to their home address, and some via email and online. The volume can be quite daunting but particular information is essential such as the module calendar, the name of their OU tutor, online forum details and assignment deadlines.  The school coordinator (Miss Clark) has a key role in checking that students have made themselves familiar with the timetable of the course and know what is expected of them.

There is a financial cost for these modules, starting at £150.  Students will be required to apply for an Independent Learning Account which is available if their personal income is £22,000 or less per year.  Students interested in YASS courses may be able to claim up to £200 towards the cost of the course.  

If you are interested in looking in a YASS course you must discuss this with your Guidance Teacher and Miss Clark.
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